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4.1.2 Montana Creek 

Land Ownership:  State of Alaska A.S.L.S. 98-6 Tract E   

Physical: Sites ranging from 14 to 35 acres of relatively flat 
land exist on either side of Montana Creek to the 
north of the footbridge. 

60’ to 120’ elevation   

Terrain Features: Montana Creek Drainage is a glacially formed forested valley that opens up 
into the Mendenhall Valley. 

Adjacent Terrain Features: Mount McGinnis @ 4228’ to the northeast and 2008’ mountain to 
northwest.  The Archery range and rifle range lie to the south and the 
Brigadoon, Brigadoon II, and Montana Creek II subdivisions lie 
approximately a mile and three quarters to southeast. 

Existing Infrastructure: Electric Service to 
Rifle Range. 

 On site sewer and water 
required 

Access:  15 miles from Marine 
Park 

26 minute drive from 
Marine Park 

Short access road needed 

Road Description:  Northwest on Egan Highway, a four-lane freeway, for 9.2 miles. Northeast 
on Mendenhall Loop Road, a two-lane road, for 2.2 miles.  West on Back 
Loop Road, a two-lane road, for 1.5 miles.  North West on Montana Creek 
Road, a two-lane road for 2.25 miles. 

Type of Traffic: Commercial and residential traffic. 

Nearest Fire Station: Glacier Valley Fire Department, 6.9 miles. 
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Noise 
This is the recommended north site.  Currently 2,260 residences are within 
the 6,000-foot (3,000 feet to either side of the flight line) noise footprint of 
helicopter flightseeing routes from the Juneau Airport.  None of the four 
flight lines from the Montana Creek site would fly over any residences. (see 
Figure 4.1.2.2 Montana Creek Flight Routes)  The route following the 
contour of Mount McGinnis and then up the Mendenhall Glacier, however, 
is likely to be the most heavily used route and, of the four, is the only one 
where sound will be audible to residences.  
 
The nearest homes 
are located on 
Montana Creek 
Road itself, or in the 
northeastern end of 
the subdivisions 
near the Mendenhall 
Campground.  
These homes are all 
currently within the 
noise footprint of 
flightseeing routes 
from the Juneau 
Airport.   Maximum 
sound levels for the 
proposed route were monitored at 52 to 53 dBA at the Mendenhall 
Campground, which is slightly closer to the route than the homes in the 
nearby subdivisions and 56 dBA at the Community Garden, which is the 
approximately the same distance from the route as the 3 homes on Montana 
Creek Road.  Takeoffs and landings at the Montana Creek site were not 
audible at the Mendenhall Campground and registered 50 dBA at the 
Community Gardens. 
 
As a reference, individual cars passing on Montana Creek Road, 
approximately 100 yards away and the other side of a fringe of trees, 
averaged approximately 50 dBA at the Community Garden.  When the 
weather or destination allows flight paths to the northwest, helicopter noise 
would be inaudible at the other measurement locations.  Along with the 
monitoring sites at the Mendenhall Campground and the Community 
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Garden, monitors were also placed at the west end of Gladstone Street (the 
last street off Glacier Spur Road before the Glacier), and at the Mendenhall 
Glacier Visitors Center. 
 
Figure 4.1.2.2 Montana Creek Flight Routes 

 
 3000’ Noise Corridors 6000’ Noise Corridors 
Affected Land Parcels 1 1 
Affected Housing 
Units 

0 0 

 
Full results of the noise measurements for the Montana Creek heliport site 
are presented in Table 4-1-2 below.  Figure 4.1.2.3 shows the helicopter 
flight route flown during noise monitoring.
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Table 4-1-2 
Noise Measurement Results (Maximum dBA) 
Montana Creek Heliport Site  (N-A is Not Audible) 

* The higher reading from a greater distance is caused by the sound reflectivity of rock, ice, and water. 
  

In last year’s noise study, helicopters flying from the airport up Mendenhall 
Glacier registered 63 dBA at a temporary monitoring site on Silver Street, 
approximately three quarters of a mile to the south-southeast.  Sound 
impacts for the houses near the noise footprint of the Mount 
McGinnis/Mendenhall Glacier route would decrease in intensity, but 
increase in frequency if a heliport is established at Montana Creek.    
 
The Windfall Lake trail and Herbert Glacier trail already experience 
flightseeing noise.  A Montana Creek heliport would decrease noise impacts 
along the lower portions of these trails.  Noise impacts would remain the 
same for the upper portions of both trails.  The West Glacier trail currently 
experiences substantial flightseeing noise impacts.  Particularly when 
ceilings are too low to allow helicopters to fly up the McGinnis drainage and 
over the ridgeline (3,000 feet) north of Mount Stroller White, noise impacts 
on West Glacier trail would increase with a Montana Creek heliport.  In 
good weather noise impacts to hikers in the McGinnis drainage area would 
increase.    
 
The map on the next page shows the helicopter flight route flown during 
noise monitoring.  The altitude of the helicopter along the route (after 
simulated takeoff) was between 400 and 700 feet.  Except in minimum 
conditions, helicopters should be able to fly a higher contour around 
McGinnis that would further reduce noise impacts.  There should be no 
reason to ever fly a lower route on any day the ceiling is high enough to fly 
tours. 

Time Procedure 
Camp 

Ground 
Glad- 
stone 

Visitor 
Center 

Community 
Garden 

  S111 S112 S113 S114 

16:55 Approaching Montana Creek from Glacier 
 52 47 55* NA 

16:58 Landing at Montana Creek 
 NA NA NA 50 

16:59 
Takeoff from Montana Creek toward 
Northwest 
 

NA NA NA 50 

17:00 
Enroute from Montana Creek to Upper 
Glacier 
 

53 38 54* 56 
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Visitor Center 

Gladstone St. 

Community 
Garden 

Montana 
Creek Site 

Camp 
Ground 

 
 
Air Safety 
Being at a relatively low elevation, the Montana Creek site would remain 
below most of the low scattered or broken ceilings that tend to make up the 
inclement weather in the area.  With the adjacent terrain protecting the site 
from the northeast and northwest, winds would be a relatively small factor at 
the Montana Creek valley site. 
 
Approaches and departures would be outside of the existing Class D/E 
airspace at the Juneau Airport.  Typical flight paths for the flightseeing tours 
would remain to the north of the airport, and would produce no airspace 
conflicts with Juneau airspace or IFR approach/departure procedures. 
The Montana Creek site would be able to meet the requirements set forth in 
FAA AC 150/5390-2A Heliport Design given that:  

1. the site has sufficient area for the functional elements of an              
alternative heliport;  

          2.  the site has a relatively gradual grade for site preparation; and  
3. there are sufficient areas for approach, departure and protection 

zones. 
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Physical Description  
Montana Creek Drainage is a glacially formed forested valley that opens up 
into the Mendenhall Valley.  The drainage is bounded by Mount McGinnis 
(4228’) to the northeast and an unnamed 2008’ mountain to northwest.  The 
general area considered has several relatively level sites from 14 to 35 acres 
and ranging from elevation 60 to 120 feet MSL.  The grade slopes up on 
both sides of the creek to about elevation 1000 feet MSL.   
 
The Montana Creek sites are located approximately 5.3 miles northwest of 
the Juneau Airport west of Mendenhall Lake.  The archery range, rifle range, 
and shotgun range are south of the site along Montana Creek Road.  It 
appears that flight paths from the heliport could be arranged so there is no 
conflict with the rifle range.  There are three houses between the rifle range 
and shotgun range and the Brigadoon, Brigadoon II, and Montana Creek II 
subdivisions lie approximately a mile and three quarters to southeast.  The 
site that seems most promising is just past the end of Montana Creek Road 
over the footbridge across Montana Creek. 
 
In its draft EIS on helicopter landings, the Forest Service has identified a 
variety of sensitive wildlife habitats (see Figure 4.1.2.4).  The Montana 
Creek Site does not infringe on any of the identified wildlife sensitive areas 
and its flight routes allow for the observance of mandated buffer distances.  
There are a number of muskeg wetlands in the Montana Creek area, but it 
appears the heliport could be sited to minimize or totally avoid them.  There 
do not appear to be any environmental issues that would be a bar to heliport 
development  
 
Infrastructure 
Electricity would need to be extended from the rifle range along Montana 
Creek Road to the site.  On site sewer and water would be required. 
 
Ownership 
The City and Borough of Juneau recently acquired the land (A.S.L.S. 98-6 
Tract A) along the Montana Creek road from the state.  The state owns the 
land (A.S.L.S. 98-6 Tract E) starting just north of the footbridge and all three 
sites are on this land.  CBJ could acquire title to this land from the state.  
(see Figure 4.1.2.5)  There is a 50-foot public access and fish and wildlife 
habitat easement along Montana Creek, but there is no need to infringe on 
the easement. 
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Figure 4.1.2.4 Sensitive Wildlife Habitat Source: USFS 2002-2006 Icefield Landing  Draft EIS 
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Figure 4.1.2.5  Montana Creek Land Survey 

 
 
Access 
Montana Creek Road runs almost to the site.  The road is paved to the Rifle 
Range, ½ mile from the end.  At the point where Montana Creek Road 
crosses Montana Creek, the vehicle bridge has been removed and replaced 
with a pedestrian bridge.  Beyond this point the road has not been 
maintained since the bridge removal.  Replacing the bridge and upgrading 
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the road would be straightforward and relatively inexpensive, however.   The 
site is 15 miles from Marine Park or a 26-minute bus ride.  From downtown, 
traffic bound to the site would travel northwest on Egan Highway, a four-
lane freeway, for 9.2 miles, northeast on Mendenhall Loop Road, a two-lane 
road, for 2.2 miles, west on Back Loop Road, a two-lane road, for 1.5 miles, 
and northwest on Montana Creek Road, a two-lane road for 2.25 miles.  
There would not be any substantial residential neighborhood impacts. 


